D.L.68 

( Revised 1955) 



THE DRIVING 

TEST 

Advice for those 
intending to take 
the Test 


Issued by the Ministry of Transport and Civil Aviation 


THE OBJECT OF THE TEST 

1 . However little you mean to drive, if you pass the test you 
will get a licence allowing you to drive anywhere in Britain, 
town or country, and the Examiner must be satisfied that, what- 
ever the traffic conditions, you can handle your vehicle with 
safety and with consideration for all road users, in the spirit 
of the Highway Code. 

APPLICATION FOR TEST 

2. A form of application for test (D.L.26) may be obtained 
from any Money Order Office or the Traffic Area Office. 

3. Study carefully the table of vehicle groups, and the note 
immediately above it, on the back of the form : this is par- 
ticularly important if you want to drive more than one kind 
of vehicle. 

4. Give all the particulars asked for on the application form : 
if you do not the form will have to be sent back to you for 
completion and your appointment for test will be delayed. 

5. Send the correct fee, £1. (If you are being tested on an 
invalid carriage, motor mower, pedestrian-controlled vehicle 
or vehicle exempted from duty under sub section (4) of section 7 
of the Vehicles (Excise) Act, 1949, it is only 2/6d.) Make your 
cheque or Postal Order payable to “ The Ministry of Transport 
and Civil Aviation ”. If you send a Postal Order, keep the 
counterfoil : if you do not, and the fee goes astray, it cannot 
be traced. 

6. Do not wait until your provisional licence has nearly run out. 

7. Send in your application at least 21 days before the day you 
wish to be tested ; in summer longer notice is helpful. 
Programmes of tests have to be arranged well ahead, and if you 
do not give sufficient notice, you will probably not get the day 
you want. 

8. Address your application to the Clerk of the Traffic Area in 
which you wish to take your test. You will find the address on 
the back of the application form. There is sure to be delay 
if you do not address the envelope properly. 
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APPOINTMENT FOR TEST 

9. When you have sent in your application, you will get a card 
which is a receipt for the fee, and tells you when and where 
you can be tested. 

10. If you find you cannot attend at the time shown on the card, 
please inform the Area Office as soon as possible (by telephone, 
if the notice is short). 

11. Punctuality will help you and the Examiner ; better be five 
minutes early than two minutes late. The test cannot be under- 
taken if unduly delayed by late arrival. Let the Examiner 
know you are there. 

1 2. In order not to waste your own and the Examiner’s time, 
before you come for the test make sure that : 

(i) you can read (with glasses, if worn) a motor car number 
plate at a distance of 25 yards ; 

(ii) your driving licence is not out of date (not even by one 
day), and that you have signed it ; 

(iii) your vehicle is properly licensed ; 

(iv) your policy of insurance against third-party risks is in 
order ; 

(v) your vehicle carries “ L ” plates ; 

(vi) your vehicle is in a thoroughly roadworthy condition. 

13. Remember that on the day you take the test : 

(i) you must have a current driving licence which covers the 
type of vehicle on which you take the test ; 

(ii) you must while driving on test be fully covered by 
insurance against third-party risks. 

PREPARATION FOR TEST 

14. Make sure that you get an instructor who really knows his 
job . Do your practice runs over different routes and get as 
much practice as possible in traffic. Choose suitable places to 
try manoeuvres you will have to do in the test, as set out on the 
back of the application form ; make sure that you do not cause 
danger or obstruction to other road users, or annoyance to 

• residents. 

15. Study the Highway Code carefully and put its teachings 
into practice from the beginning of training. 

1 6. If you live out in the country do not forget that you may still 
be asked questions about traffic lights, signs and roundabouts. 

3 


17. Do not ask for the test before you are really ready for it ; it 
is not fair to waste the Examiner’s time and delay tests for 
genuine candidates. 

THE PRACTICAL TEST 

General 

18. (i) The test is perfectly straightforward and there are no 

traps. 

(ii) Listen carefully to your Examiner’s directions. \ 

(iii) The route on which you will be tested is one of a number 
which have been specially selected in order to ensure that 
you do not encounter conditions which only an experi- 
enced driver might be expected to deal with successfully. 

Detailed Requirements 

The following notes on some of the practical test require- 
ments set out on the back of the application form (D.L.26) 
should be carefully studied : 

Knowledge of the Highway Code 

19. You cannot expect to get through the test unless you have 
carefully studied the Highway Code. The Examiner will ask 
you questions on the Code and will watch whether you put 
its rules into practice during the practical test. 

Competence to drive without danger to and with due 
consideration for other road users 

20. If you show a lack of courtesy or consideration for other road 
users , you cannot be regarded as a competent driver . General 
competence includes such things as knowing the principal 
causes of skidding, what to do when a skid occurs, the impor- 1 
tance of correct tyre pressures and the proper maintenance of 
brakes. Unwillingness to give way to others, and aggressive use 
of the horn to demand the right of way, are examples of 
inconsiderate driving. 

21. Never drive at such a speed that you cannot pull up well 
within the distance you can see to be clear. You cannot, how- 
ever, expect to satisfy the Examiner of your competence if you 
drive throughout the test at a “ crawling ” speed or in a low 
gear regardless of road and traffic conditions. 

22. Try always to remember and put into practice the safest 
sequence of movements, i.e. mirror , signal manoeuvre. Form- 
ation of good driving habits is important right from the start. 

23. Try to anticipate the actions of other road users and think 
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ahead all the time. If you can foresee what the others will do 
you can plan your own movements more readily. Only 
planned driving gets safe results. 

Start the engine of the vehicle 

24. Take the precaution of seeing that the gear lever is in 
neutral and the handbrake engaged before you start the engine. 

Move away straight ahead or at an angle 

25. You should be able to move away smoothly and safely 
cither on the level or on a gradient, taking care not to incon- 
venience or endanger other traffic or pedestrians. This involves 
the proper use of the mirror , hand and foot brakes, gears, 
clutch, accelerator and steering v/heel, and if you move off at 
an angle, e.g. pull out from behind a stationary vehicle, the 
giving of appropriate signals. 

Overtake, meet or cross the path of other vehicles and take an 
appropriate course 

Overtaking 

26. When overtaking it is very important to use the mirror to 
observe following traffic and to give appropriate signals. 
Always allow a safe margin between your own vehicle and the 
vehicle being overtaken, especially when passing cyclists. Do 
not “ cut in 

27. Do not overtake unless you are sure you can regain your 
normal position on the left-hand side of the road without forc- 
ing vehicles coming towards you to swerve or slacken speed. 

Road junctions 

28. When approaching crossroads (whether of major or minor 
importance) or ‘ T ’ or ‘ Y ’ junctions, watch for and comply 
with any signals from policemen, traffic signs and traffic lights. 
Look in your mirror , give an appropriate signal of your inten- 
tions, and reduce speed by braking and/or by changing to a 
lower gear. If necessary (for example, where vision is restricted, 
particularly to the right), bring your vehicle almost to a stand- 
still just before reaching the crossroads. Where there is a 
“ Halt at Major Road Ahead ” sign you must, of course, stop. 
Look right, look left and look right again, and when you are 
sure that it is safe to do so, drive on. 

29. When approaching crossroads or corners do not “ coast ”, 
i.e. drive for a distance either in neutral or with the clutch 
disengaged. Engage the gear you require well before reaching 
the corner. 
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Turn right- and left-hand corners correctly 

When turning right or left at a road junction, you should fol- 
low the procedure in paragraphs 28 and 29, and in addition : 

Right-hand corners 

30. In approaching and turning right-hand corners, give the 
proper signal in good time and follow the course shown in Fig. 1 . 
Take up a position just to the left of the centre of the road well 
before you begin the turn to the right. 



FIG. I. HOW TO TURN RIGHT CORRECTLY 
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FIG. 2. CORRECT 



FIG. 3. INCORRECT 


HOW TO TURN RIGHT AT NARROW ROAD JUNCTION 


31. When about to turn right out of a road wide enough for 
only one line of traffic in each direction (or little more) keep 
well over to the left (see Fig. 2). 

32. When turning right, never turn abruptly across the path of 
closely approaching vehicles, but wait for a suitable gap in the 
traffic which will make it quite safe to turn (see Fig. 1). 

33. Never cut a right-hand corner, otherwise there will be in- 
sufficient room for vehicles entering the road which you are 
leaving (see Fig. 3). Watch out for pedestrians round the 
corner. 

Left-hand comers 

34. In approaching and turning left-hand corners, give the left- 
turn signal in good time and follow the course shown in Fig. 4. 
Do not swing out before or after taking the comer and see that 
your nearside rear wheel does not hit or run over the kerb as 
you turn. Your speed should be slowest just on the comer. 
Swinging out to the right after making a turn is usually caused 
by taking the comer too fast. Always give consideration to 
pedestrians round the corner. 
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35. If the wheelbase of your vehicle (e. g. lorry) is unusually long 
so that in some instances you cannot keep well to the left just 
before the corner, take great care that you do not trap anyone 
(e.g. a cyclist) on your left as you turn the corner. 

Stop the vehicle normally and in an emergency and in the former 
case bring it to rest at an appropriate part of the road 

36. Unless an emergency arises naturally during your test and 
is, in the opinion of the Examiner, satisfactorily met, you will 
be tested in stopping the vehicle as in an emergency. The pro- 
cedure will be explained by the Examiner but when he gives the 
signal you must stop quickly and under full control. 

(For an emergency stop by a motor-cyclist see paragraph 52.) 

37. In normal stopping you will be expected to give the appro- 
priate signal, to bring the vehicle safely to rest close to the near- 
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side kerb, to engage the hand brake, and to put the gear into 
neutral. 

Drive the vehicle backwards and while doing so enter a limited 
opening either to the right or left. 

38. You will be expected to drive the vehicle in reverse gear 
into a limited opening and to continue to drive it in reverse gear, 
keeping reasonably close to the kerb, for a few yards after you 
have “ straightened up ”, You may be required to reverse into 
a limited opening either on the left or the right. 

39. Avoid haste and be particularly careful of any pedestrians 
or vehicles which may approach while you are engaged in this 
manoeuvre. 

Cause the vehicle to face in the opposite direction by use of 
forward and reverse gears 

40. The object of this requirement is to see that you can man- 
oeuvre and control your vehicle in a restricted space where it is 
essential to control the clutch, accelerator and handbrake pro- 
perly and to judge the position of your vehicle in relation to 
the kerb. 

41 . The number of forward and backward movements required 
to complete the turn round will depend on the steering lock and 
length of your vehicle, the width of the road and, of course, 
your own competence in handling the controls. 

42. Be deliberate and orderly in your procedure. 

43. While turning show proper care for the safety of pedestrians 
and approaching vehicles. 

Give, by hand and by mechanical means (if fitted to the vehicle) 
in a clear and unmistakable manner appropriate signals at 
appropriate times 

44. It is most important that other road users should know 
what you intend to do. Even if your vehicle is equipped with 
mechanical signalling devices (“ trafficators ” or “ winkers ”) 
you will be required to show that you are competent to use 
them, and to give the recognised hand signals, clearly and in 
good time. (This does not, of course, apply if you are a 
disabled driver with only one arm ; if you are driving a vehicle 
fitted with left-hand-drive see paragraph 61.) 

45. Do not omit signals which might be helpful to others. 

46. Give only the hand signals illustrated in the Highway Code. 

47. If you use a direction indicator, see that it is returned to 
neutral as soon as your intended movement is completed. 
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48. During the test you can normally use — 

(a) Hand signals alone. 

(b) Hand signals and mechanical direction indicators. 

(c) Indicators alone when appropriate (e.g. when turning 
right). 

You may, however, be specially tested for a time on the use of 
method ( a ) or where indicators are fitted, on the use of method 
(b). 

Act correctly and promptly on all signals given by traffic signs 
and traffic controllers and take appropriate action on signs given 
by drivers and riders 

49. It is most important to observe traffic signs, light signals 
and signals given by police officers directing traffic, and to act 
in accordance with other drivers’ signals of their intentions. 
Failure to comply with a “ Halt at Major Road Ahead ” sign, 
for example, will involve failure in the test. 

50. You must allow free passage to a pedestrian using a crossing 
marked by black and white (“ zebra ”) stripes and lighted 
beacons, in addition to the usual studs. 

At pedestrian crossings controlled by light signals or by 
policemen you should give way to pedestrians already on the 
crossings when the signal to move is given. 

Unless it is unavoidable you must not halt your vehicle on 
any pedestrian crossing. 

Motor Cyclists 

51. The whole of the foregoing advice applies equally to the 
riding of a motor-bicycle (including a motor-assisted pedal- 
bicycle). In addition, however, motor-cyclists should study 
carefully the following advice : 

Emergency Stop 

52. The object of this exercise is to demonstrate competence to 
stop in the shortest possible distance under control. The 
Examiner will explain the procedure. The front brake should 
be applied a fraction of a second before the rear. Failure to use 
both front and rear brakes to their maximum effect will be 
regarded as a serious fault, and omission to use either brake 
will incur failure in the test. 

See that your brakes (particularly the front-brake) are 
correctly adjusted. 

53. In traffic hold-ups, keep in your lane in the queue. 
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“ Swopping ” traffic lanes or “ weaving ” without warning is in 
itself dangerous ; moreover, it often irritates other drivers and 
thus increases danger. 

54. Do not overtake on the left to gain a forward position in 
congested traffic unless the driver in front has signalled his 
intention to turn right. 

Rear observation 

55. Riders of motor-cycles (including motor-assisted pedal- 
bicycles) whether or not fitted with a mirror , must glance behind 
to verify the position of following traffic before signalling, 
moving off, changing course especially to the right, overtaking 
or turning right. 

Miscellaneous 

Steering — Control 

56. Except when manoeuvring the car at low speed, it is safest 
to keep the hands on the wheel in a position corresponding to 
ten minutes to two or a quarter to three on a clock face, which- 
ever is more comfortable. If you find this uncomfortable, 
your seating position may be at fault. 

57. Keep both hands on the steering wheel unless it is necessary 
to remove one to signal or change gear. Try always to steer a 
steady course. 

Gear changing 

58. When practising car control, especially with vehicles fitted 
with three-speed gearboxes, pay particular attention to gear 
changing so that you can, if necessary, change readily into first 
gear. Change down always in good time, and before coming up 
to hazards. This will help you to plan your driving at corners, 
road junctions, crossroads, or in awkward traffic situations and 
to avoid the necessity of doing several things at once. 

59. When changing gear do not look down at the controls. 

Driving mirrors (This advice does not apply to motorcyclists 
or drivers of agricultural tractors, works trucks or pedestrian- 
controlled vehicles, who should study paragraph 55.) 

60. Always look in your mirror before 

(i) moving away from rest 

(ii) giving any signal 

(iii) overtaking 

(iv) making any turn, but especially before turning right 

(v) slowing down or stopping, and 

(vi) opening the car door. 
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Left-hand-drive vehicles 

61. If you present yourself for test on a vehicle fitted with left- 
hand-drive you should see that (a) the stop-light at the rear of 
your vehicle and ( b ) the mechanical direction indicators on 
both sides of the vehicle are working efficiently. 

You should bear in mind that the driver of a left-hand-drive 
vehicle in this country should exercise special care , including 
the fullest use of the mirror, when about to overtake, alter 
course or to turn right. (See paragraph 60 above.) 

Be sure you know and can demonstrate to the Examiner, 
while the vehicle is at rest, all the hand signals shown in the 
Highway Code. 

Commercial vehicles 

62. Drivers of light vans or similar vehicles which are only fitted 
with a driver’s seat as standard equipment should bring with 
them a shallow box or suitable cushion on which the Examiner 
may seat himself securely during the test. 

63. Candidates should not present themselves for test on 
vehicles which are loaded or partially loaded. 

If you fail in the Test 

64. You must wait a month before you can be tested on a 
vehicle of the same Group. 

65. Examiners are not permitted to discuss their reasons for 
failing candidates but they help every candidate who fails by 
marking on Form D.L.24C the points to which special attention 
should be given before another test is taken. When you consult 
your instructor about your failure, show him this form ; it will 
help you both. The fact that an item has not been marked does 
not necessarily mean that the manoeuvre has been carried out 
to the Examiner’s complete satisfaction — the items marked are 
those regarded as most important in your case. 

If you pass the Test 

66. You now know the basic principles of good driving. 
Maintain your interest in driving as an art, and develop the 
conduct you have had to display on test, especially with regard 
to consideration for other road users. 

Road Safety Division, 

Ministry of Transport and Civil Aviation. 

June 1958. 
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